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This release is available electronically on INN (News Net).
July 13, 1994
JAPANESE FIRM AW ARDS $490,000 GRANT TO UM
MISSOULA ~
A delegation from Kinoshiro Taisetsu Company of Hokkaido, Japan, visited The University
of Montana’s Missoula campus Wednesday to meet with UM officials and present a $490,000 grant
to the University.
The three-year grant, from Kinoshiro Taisetsu (KST-Hokkaido) and its research arm, the
International Ecodevelopment Institute, will support a series of programs coordinated by UM’s
Maureen and Mike Mansfield Center. The project, "Environmental and Cultural Sustainability in
Asia and Hinterland Regions of Developed Nations," will be headed by Mansfield Center Acting
Director Philip West and Alan McQuillan, director of the UM School of Forestry’s Wilderness
Institute. Other UM departments will also participate in the project.
"The grant from IEI/KST will support the Mansfield Center’s continuing effort to find
common ground among colleagues who teach in environmental and Asian studies," West said.
KST President and LEI founder Akira Yamaguchi has had strong ties with UM and Montana
since his son Michiro Yamaguchi, the company’s senior managing director, studied at UM with
forestry Adjunct Assistant Professor Jamil Brownson, earning an MBA in 1990. Three years ago
KST and IEI began providing funding to UM, supporting Brownson’s research on sustainable
development in northern regions. The company has also provided support for a graduate fellowship
at the Mansfield Center.
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In addition to the new $490,000 grant, the company is donating $50,000 each to the
endowment funds of the UM Foundation and the Mansfield Foundation. Interest from the
endowments is designated to support UM’s Asian Studies Program and the Mansfield Center’s
Modem Asian Affairs programs.
KST-Hokkaido, which has annual sales of approximately $180 million, produces housing
systems designed for the harsh climate of Hokkaido, striving to use Hokkaido wood whenever
possible. The company builds and furnishes approximately 700 houses per year.
West said the grant reflects Akira Yamaguchi’s commitment to developing more efficient
and appropriate uses of natural resources, particularly wood products. The "total system
philosophy" that drives the company’s efforts reflects Yamaguchi’s upbringing and his
apprenticeship as a Shinto shrine and Buddhist temple carpenter.
Yamaguchi recently contributed nearly $100,000 to the Mineral County Action Team to
support its efforts in Superior, where closure of the Crown-Pacific mill has focused attention on the
use of forest resources.
The delegation for this week’s visit includes Akira and Michiro Yamaguchi, as well as IEI
Director General Yahiro Ohkoda.
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Contact: Mansfield Center, 243-2988.
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